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Riis Plaza 1965-1990’s
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Riis Plaza 1965-1990’s

STRANGER: What happened to the playground?
GUY #1: Aw, you know. They didn't take care of it. It got old and messed up.
GUY #2: That was the nursery. Il's not a nursery anymore.

GUY #3: Yeah, it was more fun then. We used to play basketball using the
wooden beams. 1 broke my femur bone. 1 was playing “Don’t Touch the Ground”[a
game invented and named within a month of the playground’s opening was

still a rite of passage a generation later] and I touched the ground! It was rough.

GUY #1: But things are too safe now. [Much nodding.| These kids are spoiled!
All this rubber n’shit! [They all laugh in agreement to this, pointing at the
2011-edition five-year-olds playing nearby on bright molded plastic

equipment.|

GUY #2: You wouldn’t believe it. Ask anyone here. Google il. Everyone

remembers it
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Reimagining Recreation
The lost world of New York City adventure playgrounds
James Trainor, 2012
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Peavey Plaza, Minneapolis, MN - Photo copyright Keri Pickett, 2008



Plan of Peavey Plaza, Minneapolis, Minnesota - Image courtesy M. Paul Friedberg & Partners



Pershing Park, Washington, D.C. - Photo courtesy Charles A. Birnbaum, 1979
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Yerba Buena Gardens Children’s Center
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ly.fohnson Playground; 2010
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