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ABSTRACT

This work consists of an historical analysis of the landescape of the
kibbutz garden. The decision +to focus on the garden of the kibbut=z
and not that of other +types of settlementz was taken for the
follovwing reasons: Kibbutz garden-concepts have had =a profound
impact on thedevelopment of landscape architecture and garden
planning in Israel. Furthermore, kibbutz =ociety has aslways placed =a
great importance uponite garden spaces. Consideration is also taken

of the unique nature ofthe kibbut=z=.

The goal of this work was to study systematically the historical
development of the garden of the kibbutz; to identify and understand
ite main development processes and characteristics and to try to

relate them to =ocial processes and characteristics of the kibbut=z.

Given the fact +that almost no empirical knovledge had ever been
collected concerning the garden of the kibbutz, +this work can be
considered a pioneering effort in its field. This is the reason for
the study being based on &a "qualitative" approach that made =a
scientific openness possible. Work was initiated with no specefic
regearch gquestions, but rather with the study of different areas of
knovledge related, directly or indirectly, +to the subject of the
garden of the Lkibbutz; it was only in the process of doing the
research that the particular questions were raised and the subjects

to be focused on were chosen.
The work included three main stages:

1. Analysis of already existent knowledge: During this stage, +the
work concentrated on studying and examining already existent
knowledge on different subjects, mainly the following: the kibbut=z
as a society;gardens and open spaces in Israel and in the rest of
the world; thegarden of the kibbutz. At the end of this stage, the

main researchquestions were raised and the subjects to be focused on



wvere chosen.

2. Case study: At thi= point, +the research questions and specific
gubjecte related +to +the garden of +the kibbutz that had been
identified during the previous stage were studied in depth. This was
done for twodifferent kibbutzim as a cas=e =tudy.

d. Analy=i=s of the result= and comments=: The results of the past two
stages were analyzed. Thi= enabled reaching research conclusions and
explanations regarding the processes of the kibbutz open-space
development and its characteristics.

In addition to +the description and explanation of the historical
development of +the garden landscape of the kibbutz, the main

findinge were as follovs:

# Four different stylistic development periods of the kibbutz garden
wvere identified.

= The research identifies the exi=stence of a chronological
correlation between the four different stylistic periods of the
garden of the kibbutz and the '"structural-sociological types" a=

determined by kibhbutz society researchers.

# Changes over the course of time in the use, +type and pattern=s of
ornamental plants in the kibbutz garden vere identified.

= Processes of development and change in the open spaces, both

private and public, were identified in the garden of the kibbut=z=.

The findings constitute an empirical contribution to the existing
knowledge on phygical-spatial characteristics of +the kibbutz. The
results also contribute +to the existing knowledge on history of
planning and building 4in Israel in general, and on the history of
landscape architecture in particular.



The results also sguggest a possible hyphothesis that needs further
study: that the character and shape of the garden of the kibbutz are
in fact a physical and spatial expression of the situation of the
kibbutz society. In other words, the results obtained from this work
point to the fact that there is some correlation in time between the
appearance of characteristics of the kibbutz garden and the =stage of
development of non-physical characteristics of the kibbutz society.
This type of relation, if proved in future studies, will provide an
important contribution to the interdisciplinary knowledge that links

the physical planning and built environment to the social sciences.
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