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When | looked at the proposed
masterplan for the World Trade Center
site a couple of years later, | saw a
design that removed the site of the
attack from the public realm. The plan
called for the site of the memorial

to be some twenty meters below

the surrounding sidewalks, hidden

by buildings, disconnected from the
urban fabric. Any memorial that was

to work within these confines would
inherently fail.

In what | would describe as the
architectural equivalent of writing a
letter to the editor | sent in a design
proposal that ignored the strictures of
the masterplan: elevating the site of
the memorial from its deep recesses
to meet the surrounding grade of the
streets and sidewalks and harkening
back to my experiences in New York
at places like Union Square and
Washington Square in the aftermath of
the attacks. Normative public spaces
at grade that are open and porous,
inviting all groups of people, rushing
commuters, neighborhood residents,
and visiting tourists.

In my work since, especially on
memorials, | have always sought to
build upon the potential of a site to
be as public facing and civic in nature
as possible, even when building on
what is private property. The design for
the memorial at the Mother Emanuel
Church in Charleston emerged

only after we reconfigured the site,
eliminating a parking lot and creating
a memorial courtyard that opens onto

the street, creating a congregational
space of assembly.

Perhaps there is some naivete and
hope in believing that public space

is important because of its ability to
bring different people together to

form a shared sense of identity. In our
increasingly polarized world, | fear that
a public space's ability to bridge divides
and form common ground might be a
utopian, impossible, ideal. | must remind
myself that public space is not good or
bad and that repressive regimes as well
as progressive ones need to define their
shared values, and there is no better
arena than public space to define and
instill these values in.

Most recently | have been thinking
about the nature of public space

in the wake of the protests on US
university campuses. These protests
remind us of how much meaning we
assign to actions that take place in
public. | am hopeful that one day we
will see protests calling for peace and
coexistence, where the Israeli and
Palestinian flags are not in opposition
to each other, but a gathering of people
who believe in each other's right to
exist, side by side, together.

Michael Arad's design for the National September 11 Memorial at the World Trade
Center site, titled "Reflecting Absence", was selected by the Lower Manhattan
Development Corporation from among more than 5,000 entries submitted in an
international competition held in 2003. Mr. Arad joined the New York firm of Handel
Architects as a Partner in April 2004 where he worked on realizing the Memorial
design as a member of the firm.

A native of Israel, Mr. Arad was raised there, the U.K., the United States and Mexico.
He came to the United States and earned a B.A. from Dartmouth College in 1994 and
a Master of Architecture from the Georgia Institute of Technology in 1999.

Mr. Arad became a resident of New York City following his studies. He worked for
Kohn Pedersen Fox in the city before joining the Design Department of the New York
City Housing Authority, where he was working during the Memorial competition.

In 2006, Mr. Arad was one of six recipients of the Young Architects Award of the
American Institute of Architects. In 2012, he was awarded the AIA Presidential
Citation for his work on the National September 11 Memorial. In addition, he was
also honored in 2012 by the Lower Manhattan Cultural Council with the Liberty Award
for Artistic Leadership. In 2013 his work on the Memorial was recognized with Honor
Awards from the AIA and ASLA.

Michael Arad lives in New York City with his wife, Melanie Arad Fitzpatrick, and their
children.
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of the importance of public space,
be it Kikar Rabin today or the ancient
agoras of Greece. They serve an
important function in the creation of
a shared identity and understanding.
It is the place where we can gather
as individuals and become part of
something greater, members of a
group, with shared values, identities
and goals.
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However, it wasn't until | experienced
the way New York City responded

to the attacks of 9/11, in its major
squares and minor street corners,
that that understanding became not
just cerebral, but emotional. | vividly
recall how a couple of nights after
those attacks, | made my way to

the central fountain at Washington
Square Park. The Village was empty

‘5

and desolate, but | found a dozen or
so people standing quietly around the
fountain and when | walked up to the
edge of the fountain and stood next

to strangers, | suddenly felt a sense

of community and connection. My
relationship to New York City, a place |
had lived in for years but never felt as if
| fully belonged to, changed profoundly.
| became a New Yorker that night.




architecture and structure upon human
character and action. We make our
buildings and afterwards they make us.
They regulate the course of our lives."

| would expand on Churchill's
statement to state that we make our
cities, and they in turn make us. As a
student of architecture and urbanism
| had these values instilled in me by
my teachers and | had what | would
describe as a cerebral understanding
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Memorials and the Public Realm

By Michael Arad

Memorials have a
unigue role in society
that makes their
placement in the
public realm essential
to their mission. It
is easy to focus on
that relationship between design and
context when describing any given
memorial, but what | would like to
emphasize is that public space itself,
with or without a memorial, is in and of

55 901172 | 2024 'ND

itself an essential part, one might say
a foundational part, of how any society
comes to understand itself.

Any proposed memorial in the public
realm (and where else would it be?)
must first build upon this primary
foundation. It must acknowledge

a site's most seminal quality - its
publicness - for it to succeed in
conveying its message. As one
approaches the task of building a

memotrial, ever so humbly, one must
remember that it is the essential
qualities of a public space of assembly
that must be recognized by a designer
and embraced for the subsequent
changes to a public space to amplify
the narrative potential of the place itself.

A century ago, in addressing the
English Architectural Association,
Winston Churchill said "There is no
doubt whatever about the influence of



military spaces, turning them into a
legible, united park. Within this frame the
identity and atmosphere of the former
military spaces are maintained with new
recreational uses subtly embedded as
new spaces of encounter. A series of
World War Il symbols confiscated by

the Nazi Party to demonstrate power
and control have been re-coded and
returned to the German public, including
the symbol of the eagle and the oak
tree. Artifacts, from surveillance cameras
and control cabins to 1970's lamps,

are defuncted, transplanted into new
contexts and abstracted in red-brown
color, in association with old sepia
photos or rust.

Zurich Airport Park

A hill at the front door of the Zurich
Airport opened in 2020 as a new park,
encircled by the new Megastructure
"The Circle", by Japanese Architect
Rikon Yamamoto. The landscape is

a semi-natural haven of tranquility
surrounded by dynamic infrastructure.
It consists of historical layers of
natural, artificial and artificially placed
natural transformations. On top of the
archaic glacier moraine the excavation
of the 1970's highway to the airport
was tossed in an unshapely manner,
creating a strange, abstract landscape
sculpture. As ecological compensation
for the highway, forests, meadows
and wetlands were artificially planted
and placed under natural protection.
The Zurich Airport is becoming an
international hub with rapidly densified
suburban surroundings. The challenge
of the project was to observe strict
ecological and forestry laws while
creating a park for thousands of visitors
a day. The project represents a new
form of global, yet local urban nature
and landscape.

The design concept transforms the
history of the isolated landscape
fragment it into a narrative, of its four
vertical layers: archaic glacier moraine,

planted forests, artificial topography and
sky. A 200 m diameter tree ring encircles
the top of the moraine hill giving the
geological formation an iconic presence.
Crowning the abstract topographic
landscape sculpture is the Sky Platform,
with its fog and reflecting water film. The
sky, usually considered a void, becomes
a physically tangible place. A Woodland
Loop and Sky Loop, as well as a series
of series of woodland interventions,
structure the park: Woodland Pavilion,
Fire Ring, Yoga Mats, Sky Gazing

Chair and Open Woodland. A team

of ecological and woodland experts
guaranteed the biodiversity.

Museum of Natural History

St. Gallen

The site of the museum's park is
exemplary of the Swiss landscape
paradox: large-scale infrastructure,
heterogeneous structures and
fragments of bucolic landscapes
tightly interwoven leave an ambiguous
experience of place. So was the
challenge of designing a park for
visitors to immerse themselves in the
wonders of natural history on a former
cow pasture, ironically sitting upon a
highway tunnel, surrounded by traffic
arteries, parking lots, sports fields, and
multifamily housing.

A Museum of Natural History St. Gallen

Conceptually, at a time when notions
of Nature or Landscape no longer
possess clear meanings, the park
explores the duality of artificial nature
and natural artificiality, addressing
contradictions and frictions of the site
and our contemporary relationship

to the Natural. Riddles of nature are
woven into the park in stone, concrete,
and vegetation, challenging our
common understandings.

A newly planted forest grove allows
visitors to immerse themselves
atmospherically, spatially, and mentally
into the park's play on themes of
nature. Concrete "steppingstones" up
to 7m long, become both path and
exhibition, fragments and dispersedly
strewn carriers of poetic, philosophical,
scientific, and historic information
about natural history, imprinted with
fossils, quotes, and geological terms
offering clues of nature.

To end, Geographical Re-enchantment
is not about nostalgia, prettiness

or something esoteric. It holds the
aspiration to create fascinating,
memorable, and specific places,
especially on the edge of town. Places
able to become catalysts for the
unfolding of social life and imagination.

Ll;d‘ ‘q ‘- E! / -- - -;. o

Robin Winogrond is landscape architect and urban designer in Zurich, Switzerland. She practices internationally on projects,
juries, lecturing, teaching and publishing. From 2019-2021 she taught at Harvard Graduate School of Design. Her interdisciplinary
background is reflected in an array of prize-winning projects ranging from built urban space, installations and gardens to concepts
for large and small-scale open space. She was Resident Artist at Stuttgart Academy of Art, holds a Master’s in Landscape
Architecture and Bachelor’s in Urban Design. Under the working title In search of Geographical Re-enchantment her projects
express the site specific, poetic potential of suburban and urban sites, transforming their inherent identity and contradictions

into powerful experiences. Winogrond’s projects build upon her theoretical work on atmosphere, imagination, phenomenology of
space, environmental psychology and activating social placemaking.
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A Wildwood Plaza
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A Park of Encounters

frictions and conflicts, densely woven
patchworks of constructed landscape
imagery and semi-natural nature.
Over the past decade my work has
increasingly focused on the potential
poetic experience of the urban edge,
What in a place engages us or leaves
us cold?

My projects are testing grounds to
study and draw out unique qualities,
re-enchant the specific site with its
own inherent qualities, expressing what
Bonnet calls the "oddity of place". This
approach can't follow an identifiable
design language. Each site invites

the discovery of a new language
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reflecting its specific conditions. Raw
yet beautiful, simple yet complex,
straight forward yet ambiguous, telling
narratives of our built environment.

Wildwood Plaza

Today, in shrinking landscape territories
on the edge of town, we urban
dwellers, with ever less free time,
search for powerful experiences of
"landscape" and "nature" just steps
away from home. Wildwood Plaza
immerses one in the sensations of
forest while providing almost invisible
leisure uses. "Soft Tourism" rethinks
recreational space. On this tiny,
wooded landscape fragment, three

vividly contrasting forest typologies

lie just a few hundred meters apart
offering strikingly different imagery and
experiences of "being in the woods".

Three circular clearings. one for

each woodland typology, allow the
dweller to surrender to the pleasure
of disorientation the woods afford

us. With no front, no back, no left, no
right, we are left to a state of drifting.
The imagery and materials for paving
and seating use only the materials of
the forest itself to not detract from the
power of the experience.

The first clearing lies beneath grand
silver trunks and high crowns of the
climax beech trees, Baudelaire's
'temple of living pillars', which survived
hurricanes on the protected slope

of the hill. The second clearing is
enclosed by dense beech pioneer
growth where hurricanes razed the
exposed eastern slope. It's a landscape
in transformation The third clearing
expresses the bizarre beauty of
nature's deformation and adaptation.
Many storms have left an apocalyptic
scene behind. Trees with shallow root
balls, torn out of the ground, lie like
fallen giant brooms. Rhizomes shooting
in all directions. Ancient, enormous root
balls create the strangest topography.

Park of Encounters

The Heidelberger military base
"Grossdeutschland" was built by the
Nazi Party in 1937 and then under U.S.
and NATO's military occupation until
2013. It is accessible to city residents
for the first time. The competition

task was a vision for a new "park”,
integrating the many fragments of
former military open spaces into civil
society. The winning project "Park

of Encounters”, stages historical,
contextual, and social encounters. The
park re-codes on-site found artifacts
and historic spaces of military power
and control into elements and spaces
of social encounter. The traumatic

and multi-layered history of the site
becomes accessible to contemporary
users and allows a personal
appropriation and reflection of the site,
war and society.

A "Red Band" of shredded on-site
pavements from 1937-2013, creates the
connective tissue for the fragmented



In Search of Geographical
Re-enchantment

By Robin Winogrond

"Unruly places have the power to disrupt our expectations, reshape our geographical imagination...Aristotle said "place should
take precedence of all other things, it orders the world". Space sounds modern in a way that place doesn't. The reaction of modern
societies has been to straighten and rationalize...the oddity of place."

The replacement of the unique with

the generic is a sign of our times.
Cities and our entire built environment
make no exception. In the name of

the modern, new and improved, the
luring richness, the unexpected and
uncontrolled are being standardized
out of our urban landscapes. The result
is often a sterile built environment with
scary resemblance to architectural
renderings that has little to do with the
unfolding of human experience. Hence,
a major focus of my projects is to
counter this banalization by searching

to create places that have a strong and
specific voice, one able to go under out
skin.

Le Corbusier proposed "The purpose
of architecture is to move us". Since
most of my projects lie in the difficult
context of the urban periphery, the
question is how to transform banal
spaces into powerful experiences, with
their cacaphony of loud, uncontrolled
elements. This lecture is about my work
towards that goal, to create places in
our banal, everyday surroundings that

Alistair Bonnet. Unruly Places

have the ability to fascinate, engage,
defy expectations and captivate our
imaginations, the power to go under
our skin.

Landscape is largely regarded solely
as a resource serving many lobbies -
agriculture, speculation, infrastructure,
ecology and recreation, that determine
the imagery of landscape, Each have
a voice of their own except one - the
landscape itself. Disappearing is the
allure of places holding fascinating
qualities, contradictions, paradoxes,
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