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the realities of infrastructure delivery
while maintaining its ecological intent.
Throughout, the integration of research
has remained central, with design
decisions informed by continuous
dialogue with wildlife biologists,
ecologists, and academic partners. That
commitment to restoration extends to
every scale of the project. Rock's team is
directly involved in developing outreach
and communication materials that have
reached audiences around the globe, and
manages a dedicated native plant nursery
responsible for propagating approximately
50,000 native plants, as well as site-specific
soil ecologies to help reestablish habitat
conditions authentic to the region during
construction.

Public awareness has played a meaningful
role in advancing the project. The story of
P-22 - the mountain lion who spent more
than a decade roaming Griffith Park in

Los Angeles as the city's most notorious
bachelor - helped bring global attention
to the need for wildlife connectivity.
Isolated by freeways on all sides, P-22
became the living symbol of what habitat
fragmentation costs. His life ended in
December 2022, but his spirit continues to
drive the project team's work. The crossing
stands as a direct response to his story,
offering a path forward for mountain lions
facing local extinction and for the many
other species that call the Santa Monica
Mountains home.

This project reflects a broader belief

that infrastructure can do more than

serve human movement alone. It

can also repair ecological systems,
strengthen biodiversity, and create lasting
connections between people and place.
Through collaboration, research, and

a shared sense of purpose, the Wallis
Annenberg Wildlife Crossing demonstrates
how design can contribute to a more
balanced relationship between the built
environment and the natural world.

DEEIDNING SO0LS 70 RESTART
SUTHIENT OVOLING

WILDLIFE MOVEMENT ACROSS
MULTIFLE SCALES

A Wildlife Connection Diagram. Credit: NWF and Rock Design Associates

LAS VIRGEMES CREEN
LUHWATERSHEDS

A Water Diagram. Credit: NWF and Rock Design Associates
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> Native plant nursery responsible for
propagatingapproximately 50,000 native
plants

crossing restores a critical link within
Ctimane eetimonme. Uemare W et e NS one of thirty-six biodiversity hotspots
worldwide, creating a pathway for species
to move, adapt, and survive.
Rock Design Associates has led the design
for this effort in close collaboration with
Caltrans and a multidisciplinary team
of partners - including the Mountains
Recreation and Conservation Authority,
the National Park Service, and the National
Wildlife Federation. Together, they have
shaped a piece of infrastructure that is
both technically rigorous and ecologically
grounded. The team has approached the
crossing not as a singular structure, but
as a living system that evolves over time.
The design anticipates change, allowing
vegetation to mature, soils to establish,
and wildlife patterns to re-emerge
gradually. Rather than imposing a fixed
condition, the project sets the framework
for ecological processes to take hold,
e AT LY supporting long-term resilience and
i adaptability in a dynamic environment.
Since 2018 - first during his tenure at
a practice in Chicago, and continuing
as President and CEO of Rock Design
Associates - Robert Rock has guided the
ATLRERDOr T design process through multiple phases,
PR from early concept development to
detailed documentation and construction
oversight. This work has required ongoing
collaboration with Caltrans District 7
to ensure that the design responds to

POULDER HICRTSLLETAT

A Soil Layers Diagram Close Up. Credit: Rock Design Associates and National Wildlife Federation
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A Annenberg Naming. Credit: Rock Design Associates and National Wildlife Federation

Rebuild a Mountain: How Place and
Function Shape the Planning of the
Wallis Annenberg Wildlife Crossing

By Robert Rock

The Wallis Annenberg Wildlife

Crossing represents the culmination

of decades of research, advocacy, and
collaboration among a diverse group

of scientists, agencies, and community
leaders. Currently under construction
and anticipated to open to wildlife in
December 2026, the crossing spans the
101 freeway in Agoura Hills, California. It
brings together landscape architecture,
engineering, ecology, and applied science
to address one of the most pressing
challenges in Southern California: habitat
fragmentation.

At its core, the project is about
reconnection. For decades, the 101
freeway has divided the Santa Monica
Mountains, isolating wildlife populations
and disrupting ecological systems. This

A Agoura Road Evening View. Credit: Rock Design Associates and National Wildlife Federation
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